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such have been statutorily debarred from acquiring tenancy or
proprietary rights in land.1 The above figures for cultivators
relate mainly to sanjhis2 and others having a similar status. In
certain areas of Eastern Punjab which suffered from almost
regular visitations of famine during the last few years, the pro-
portion of sanjhis appears to have declined. Hardly more than
10 per cent of these people cultivate as sanjhis now. The great
majority of them are labourers.

Sanjhi

The word sanjhi literally means a petty partner. It is ana-
logous to the bhag jot system of Bengal. The landlord gets
half the produce as rent and the remainder is divided between
the cultivator and the landlord in proportion to the man-power
and bullock-power contributed by either. Usually a sanjhi or
jika sanjhi, to use the correct term, gets from 20 to 25 maunds
of food grains per annum. The position of a sanjhi differs but
little from that of an ordinary labourer.

They rarely keep bullocks. About 20 per cent of them have
milch cattle and are able to sell ghee. Some of these people
rear calves on the adhia system.8

Athari or Basodia

In the Punjab also, we find labourers engaged on an annual
basis. They are known as athari, siri, sepi, basodia, or hah in
the various parts of the province. It may be noticed that the
word hali is the exact equivalent of the word harwaha. In
certain parts, a hali is paid 14 maunds of food grains per year
and besides that one roti and some lassi (butter-milk) on every
working day. At times a hali gets about one-seventh of the pro-
duce from the zamindar's land if he contributes only his labour
and about one-fourth of the produce if he pays 25 per cent land
revenue as well. A basodia usually gets from Rs. 40 to Rs. 50
per annum, or Rs. 24 to Rs. 30 plus food.

1  In no other province of Northern India do they suffer from legal dis-
abilities similar to these.

2  A sort of tenant-at-will.

3  On maturity these are sold and the sale proceeds are shared equally
between the owner and the man who reared.